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When Governments Go Crazy:  The Haggai Solution 
 
Have you noticed all the crazy stuff that governments are doing to destroy their 
economies? The prophet Haggai will give you some fascinating insight as to why God 
shakes the nations and when He gets our attention what He wants done.  Pay 
attention...its our way out of this economic disaster. 
 
There are enough data points now emerging worldwide to make some good 
estimations of what lies ahead. Let me give you the major trendlines and then I will 
give you an analysis of how I interpret the spiritual significance of what they mean. 
 
And let me be clear on why a spiritual analysis:  There are numerous references in 
scripture to the Lord declaring "I will shake the nations".  Covid-19 pandemic surely 
qualifies as shaking all the nations of the world.  My template for interpreting this 
world shaking will be the short 2 chapter book of Haggai.  A fascinating story there 
rich in parallel and resonant to our international church, economic and political 
situation. 
 
The medical issue: 
Several days ago I saw a video by two doctors in California where they took a look at 
all the results of the tens of thousands of tests that have been done in America and 
California and the results are clear.  The Covid-19 infection is far more widespread 
than previously believed in fact extrapolated nationwide about 15% of the population 
already have it and at least 50% will get it.  This virus is far more contagious than any 
previous virus.  There is no lockdown strategy that will prevent the eventual spread.  
 
Next finding: The virus far less lethal than previously reported. Their figures and 
others who have worked on the stats show that 0,03% of people contracting the virus 
will die from it.  And those deaths will be concentrated in the over 70 elderly and 
those with preexisting medical conditions that compromise their immune systems.  
Everyone else will either show no symptoms or mild symptoms.  And then they will 
have developed anti-bodies against future infection.  Their conclusion: let everybody 
out of "lockdown" except keep the vulnerable safe.  Allow people and businesses to 
practice safe distancing as they seem fit in their circumstances. 
 
This particular video had more than 5 million downloads in a short few days before it 
was yanked of Youtube by their management "because it does not conform to 
guidelines for public safety set out by the World Health Organization".  Except that 
yesterday I saw a video clip of a spokesman from WHO praising Sweden for their 
approach....no national lockdown, just safe distancing guidelines which Swedes are 
smart enough to follow.  They decided not to destroy their economy. 
 
The economic issue: 
All governments under economic lockdown have had to take drastic financial actions 
to pump liquidity into their economies to try to rescue failing banks, corporations and 
households.  Except that what is now clear is that the backbone of these economies 



are the small business sector that provide the services, the logistics, the mass 
employment that creates the buying power. The big business sector is getting their 
bailouts...the SME's are not.  The money is tied up in red tape, delays etc and this 
whole sector is dying and with it the middle classes of the nation.   
 
Politicians make the assumption that after the crisis these businesses will spring back 
to life.  They will not.  Half will never come back.  Your typical politician has never 
started a business, never had to meet payroll, never had to try to accumulate scarse 
capital to start a business.  When it is gone, to bring it back is mostly impossible. 
 
The next economic consequence is that buying power from the economic middle class 
is evaporating with dying enterprises.  The mass unemployment from these broken 
dreams mean no buying power from their previous salary payments, from their buying 
from suppliers up the supply chain. 
 
The next economic consequence is that those people who survive this economic 
disaster with a job and salary will not be going out on a buying spree.  Everyone is 
scared of the future.  Money is going to be saved. It will only be basic purchases of 
necessities for years to come. 
 
So who is going to go on a cruise ship or a crowded airplane for an overseas holiday?  
You want to take that risk or save your money and stay home.  There is goes 10% of 
the world economy: Tourism.  There goes theme parks.  There goes stadiums of sports 
fans: stay at home and watch on a big screen in safety. 
 
Here is my economic conclusion:  Welcome to the Great Depression 2.0.   Before the 
Covid-19 pandemic America had the strongest economy in decades with the lowest 
unemployment on record.  Even then under ideal economic conditions 25% of 
Americans had no savings and 60% had less than $1000 in savings. Now post Covid-
19 with 26 million unemployed and no income?  The economic fight for the average 
person is a fight for survival in all the economies of the world. 
 
The politicians 
I don't want to really catalogue the list of crazy rules made up by our political 
overlords all over the world in this emerging world of Great Depression 2.0.  What is 
certain now is that the pandemic did not cause the world depression, it only triggered 
it.  The causes are the crazy economic and political policies of the ruling elites.  Right 
now 1st of May all countries should be drastically altering their lockdown policies to 
each person and each business practicing and implementing their own safe distancing 
and hygiene regimes.  People are not stupid, they are scared by this unseen enemy and 
will default to caution.  Those who want to continue isolation will do so.  Those most 
at risk should receive government assistance to help isolate.  But the rest of the people 
and the economy needs to urgently get back to work.   
 
At this stage it is an economic crisis. Anything like an economic lockdown of the 
economy beyond this date is a guaranteed disaster from which we here in South 
Africa and nations everywhere will not recover from in our present form.  
Governments think they can just throw money at this disaster and it will right itself.  
And that is our problem.  They don't know the difference between money and capital.  
Governments can create money.  Governments cannot create capital.  Capital whether 



in the form of skills capital from trained workers or experienced management, fixed 
investment capital in the form of a business, a factory or a farm, or financial capital in 
the form of genuine savings, once these are destroyed they are gone. Everyday now 
productive capital of the nation is deteriorating, supply lines in an intricate economy 
disappear, spares are not available, people leave, savings get consumed, investments 
liquidated.   They cannot be magically resurrected from the dead with money.  
Zimbabwe is your reference point here. 
 
Which brings me to the short little book in the Bible, the prophet Haggai.... 
 
Read it.  There is a very important message there.  But that message will be better 
understood if I give you a short background briefing. 
 
The year is about 520 BC.  Haggai was one of the people who left Babylon in the first 
wave after Cyrus the Mede defeated Babylon and declared the Jewish captives free to 
return to Jerusalem and rebuild their nation.  The small group left under two leaders.  
Joshua was the High Priest and Zerubbabel was appointed governor by the king.  
When they arrived they saw the city of Jerusalem was a devastation from the last 
attack by Babylon in 587 BC when they tore down the walls, the Temple of Solomon 
was destroyed and looted, the city burned.   
 
Upon arrival there the remnant who returned set about building their new houses and 
setting up farms and developing an economic life of trade and business with the 
inhabitants of other peoples around them.  This went on for about 16 years....and then 
about 520 BC things hasdstarted to go bad economically.  Harvests were failing, 
businesses failing.  Everyone was in a panic.   
 
At this point God raises up Haggai as His prophet, His spokesman. He tells them.... 
"You have sown much and bring in little; you eat but you have not enough, you 
drink but you are not filled with drink, you clothe but there is none warm, and he 
that earns wages earns wages to put it into a bag filled with holes"  Haggai 1:6. 
 
I like that last one,  "you earn wages and then make investments with holes in them 
only to find out that your investment is down the drain in a sinking stock market." 
 So as you read this first chapter of Haggai you see the problem.  God says I am 
devastating your economy, your investments because your financial priorities are not 
right, you build fine houses and properties for yourself but what about my house? 
 
The people's attitude is neatly summed up right at the start in verse 2... 
"Thus speaketh the Lord of Hosts saying, This people say the time is not come, the 
time that the Lord's house should be built". 
 
This statement, read it again and let it sink in.  This is the prophetic statement of the 
church of the 21st century.  This is where we are at. I will tell you in a moment why 
this revelation is critical to understanding where we are at in a world in upheaval and 
where we are at prophetically as a church.  But fist let me go to chapter 2 for some 
interesting information of why the Lord wants His house built. 
 
In chapter 2:14 the Lord acknowledges and says I know there are some of you that 
saw how magnificent the Temple of Solomon was but believe it or not if you will get 



building, this new temple will have greater glory than that temple, have faith in me 
remember how I took your people out of Egypt and made a covenant with you.  And 
you know what...I am about to do something really great.... 
 
"For thus saith the Lord of hosts Yet a little while I will shake the heavens and the 
earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake the nations and the precious 
things of the nations shall come and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord 
of Hosts. The silver and the gold is mine and the glory if this latter house will be 
greater than the former says the Lord of hosts and in this place I will give peace..." 
Haggai 2:6-9 
 
Here is the fascinating background of this plea of the Lord.  Just get on with what I 
asked you to do...build my Temple, build me a place where I can dwell and see what 
happens.  And they did build a temple there. Not anywhere near as magnificent as 
Solomon's temple because they were poor people.  When they did this something 
happened. 
 
God stirred up Ezra the great scribe and priest to come to Jerusalem and train anew 
generation of priests and teach people the laws of God.  God stirred up Nehemiah to 
come with 42,260 more settlers from Babylon to come.  And they started tackling the 
rest of what needed to be built, the walls of the city and then the city inside could 
develop safely.   
 
The foundations were there when Haggai and the first settles arrived.  They built an 
altar.  Then s temple,  Then the people got instructed in the law and trained, then the 
feasts and sacrifices were restored, then the walls built and the city prospered. 
 
And then God could do what He wanted to do...."shake the nations...because the gold 
and the silver is mine says the Lord".  And stir the nations the Lord did.  Persian 
empire became the Greek empire, and when Alexander the Great saw Jerusalem and 
the temple and priests he exclaimed that he had seen a vision and dream about this 
before conquering Persia....and he dismounted there and heard the gospel from the 
priests there.  And when the Greek empire became the Roman empire then young 
Octavian who became Augustus had to pass through Jerusalem after defeating 
Anthony in Egypt to become sole emperor on his way back to Rome.  And he 
approached the High Priest in Jerusalem and gave a treasure from his own treasure to 
the High Priest and asked that everyday a sacrifice is to be made for his sins and for 
peace with the Lord God of Israel. 
 
God asked a few poor remnant coming out of Babylonian captivity....build me a house 
that I can dwell in and build me a city and a wall around my house.  Build a new 
Jerusalem because I need a place to manifest my presence in the earth. The place 
where the Lord took them to build His house was in Palestine.  This was the 
crossroads of the world empires and the trade routes. South was Egypt, north was 
Greece and Rome, east was Babylon and Persia.  They all had to pass by Jerusalem.  
And there the Lord wanted His presence....in the middle of all the nations He was 
going to shake. 
 
Today?  What is Haggai's message to us?  Once again the Lord is wanting to shake 
the nations.  By the way whenever God wanted to shake nations in the past there was 



something that always seemed to happen.  He makes the rulers do stupid things.  
Pharaoh stubbornly refused to change his ways as one disaster after the next struck 
Egypt until he had to let God's people go.  Nebuchadnezzar he made insane for 7 
years to teach him who actually is in charge of the universe.  The list of nations in 
turmoil and heading into tragedy because of the stupidity of leaders is endless.  e.g. 
Hitler invades Russia, Napolean invades Russia, Athens and the Peloponesian wars, 
America 19 years at war in the Middle East $6 trillion and 4,000 lives wasted etc 
 
So we find ourselves in a world shaking and  economies crumbling like the remnant 
of Israel coming out of Babylon with a task from the Lord....rebuild Jerusalem and its 
walls and rebuild my temple to house my presence on earth. 
 
Do you remember the famous scripture of Revelation...."Babylon is fallen....come out 
of her my people"  So when the Israelites came out of Babylon falling to the Medes 
and Persians where did they go?  They went to build Jerusalem and the Temple.  
Where do we go as the world Babylon system gets shaken and falls? 
 
Ah that is the question!  If you had asked me that many years ago I would have said 
well we get raptured out of here to be with Jesus in heaven. Ask me now? Well it is 
clear from the patterns of scripture.  To leave a falling Babylon we need to build the 
New Jerusalem, which is the Tabernacle of God on earth to house the presence of God 
on earth.  Why? Because God wants to heal the nations and He wants a storehouse 
where the kings of the earth like Augustus can bring their treasures....for the gold and 
the silver is mine says the Lord. 
 
Here is the problem though..... 
 
Like the remnant that came out of Babylon, today's church has the same objection: 
"The people say The time is not come the time that the Lord's house should be built." 
 
Or to put it another way, No this is not the time for the New Jerusalem, that is only in 
a 1000 years time after the Millennium.  It is not for now.  It is not our job.  We are 
waiting for the Rapture. 
 
But it is time to heal the nations and the Lord wants His temple, His city and its walls 
built in every city across Southern Africa as a crossroads where people are located 
where people need to be healed, where nations need to be discipled into the Kingdom.  
 
And to shake the nations the Lord has plenty enough politicians who will destroy 
whole economies so that we can rebuild those nations on the foundations of the Word 
of God and His Kingdom economy.  Because the Lord says "The silver and the gold is 
mine.....for my use.".   
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 


